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OSTROGOTHS (OSTROGOTHI) 

The Ostrogoths (conventionally interpreted as “East Goths”) were a Germanic tribe that seems to have 
originated primarily from among those Greuthungi, who did not cross together with the Tervingi into the 
Roman province of Moesia Inferior in 376. One of the two main divisions of the Goths, the Greuthungi had 
settled north of the Black Sea and formed an extensive tribal state prior to the arrival of the Huns in the second 
half of the 4 th century. Integrated within the Hunnic confederacy, they fought against their Visigothic cousins in 
Gaul in 451. After the death of Attila in 453, his Gothic subjects became independent and entered the Balkan 
Peninsula as Roman federates, eventually settling in the former Roman province of Pannonia. 

In 476 Odoaker ( Odoacer in Latin), the “Scirian” commander of the barbarian federates, deposed the last 
Roman emperor in Italy. Now Odoaker, the son of Attila’s minister Edeko, became king of the barbarians in 
Italy and claimed to rule as a Patrician and servant of the Roman emperor; he had sent the imperial symbols to 
the imperial court at Constantinople, but did not really obey either the western emperor Iulius Nepos (who was 
confined to Dalmatia until his death in 480) or the eastern emperor Zeno. In the early 480s the Gothic groups 
in Balkans, who had moved from Pannonia to Moesia and then Macedonia, had become united under the 
leadership of Theoderich the Great. Theoderich was appointed magister militum (483) and later even consul 
(484) by the emperor Zeno. With Zeno’s blessing these Goths, who came to be known as the Ostrogoths, 
entered Italy in 489 and defeated Odoaker, before accomplishing his final elimination in 493. 

Although remaining a king for his Ostrogoths, Theoderich acted in cooperation with the remaining vestiges 
of Roman government and made use of Roman administrators like Cassiodorus under the guise of an imperial 
official. Moreover, although an Arian, he treated the orthodox Christianity of his Roman subjects with respect 
and toleration. It was only towards the end of his reign, when imperial policy at Constantinople became 
increasingly anti-Arian and anti-barbarian, that these constructive approaches to governing Italy were partly 
abandoned. Theoderich also established a dynastic network comprising most of the other barbarian kingdoms, 
and in 511 took over the Visigoths in Spain and Septimania (Gothia) after the Frankish elimination of his son- 
in-law, Alarich II in 507. But this period of power and internal prosperity was not to last. After Theoderich’s 
death in 526, the Ostrogothic kingdom was inherited by a succession of weaker rulers faced by increasing 
imperial aggression and internal dissention. Although king Theodahad was Romanized and educated enough to 
think of himself as a philosopher king, his deposition of his cousin, Theoderich’s daughter Amalaswintha, who 
had governed for her young son and repeatedly sought Eastern Roman support, provided an excuse for war. The 
Eastern Roman reconquest of Italy commenced with great success in 5 3 5 under the leadership of the general 
Belisarius, but it slowed down after his replacement in 540. Despite the extinction of the Amal royal house of 
Theoderich, the Ostrogoths organized a determined resistance under the leadership of Baduila (better known as 
Totila), and it was only in 554 that the Romans extinguished the last concerted opposition. By this point Italy 
had been thoroughly devastated by war, and the Roman government had to forego taxing the exhausted 
province. A mere three years after the death of the emperor Iustinianus I, in 568, the Lombards began their 
conquest of Italy. 

Names are presented in standardized German forms, followed by the Italian forms in italics. 

Barbarian kings in Italy 

476—493 Odoaker (Odoacre) ... son of Edeko (Edicone)-, commander of the Heruli, Rugians, and Turcilingi 
+ Thela (Telane) ... son of Odoaker; associated (as caesar ) 490—493; deposed, died 493: 

(to the Ostrogoths 493) 

Kings of the Ostrogoths 

?—468 Valamir (Valamiro) ... son of Vandalarius; king of the Ostrogoths in Pannonia 

468—474 Theodemir (Teodemiro) ... brother of Valamir; settled in Macedonia 473 

474—526 Theoderich (Teodorico), the Great ... son of Theodemir; associated 471; settled in Italy 489; 

Visigoths 511 — 526 

526—534 Athalarich (Atalarico) ... son ofEutharich by Amalaswintha, daughter ofTheoderich 
534—536 Theodahad (Teodato) ... son of Hugo by Amalafrida, daughter of Theodemir 
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536—540 Witigis (Vitige) ... elected king; married Mataswintha, sister of Athalarich; abdicated, died 541 

540— 541 Hildebad (Ildibaldo) ... elected king; nephew ofking Theodis of the Visigoths 

541 Erarich (Erarico) ... son of (?) king Friderich of the Rugians 

541— 551 Baduila (Totila) ... nephew of Hildebad 

551 Teja (Teia) ... elected king; son of Fridegern 

551—5 54 (regency of Aligern (Aligerno), brother of Teja; surrendered to the Byzantines) 

(to the Eastern Roman Empire 5 54) 



